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Asynchronous 
Learning
Let’s start at the 
beginning!

#
#


Asynchronous 
Learning, 
Definition

“...is a general term used 
to describe forms of 

education, instruction, 
and learning that do not 
occur in the same place 

or at the same time.” 
-Education Glossary, 

Asynchronous Learning

Your Teacher Homework UploadOur Week

https://www.edglossary.org/asynchronous-learning/
https://www.edglossary.org/asynchronous-learning/
#
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—University of 
Toronto Libraries, 
What is an Online 
Learning Object

Online Learning Objects can be defined as "small, 
modular, discrete units of learning designed for 

electronic delivery and use."

https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/c.php?g=448614&p=3523799
https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/c.php?g=448614&p=3523799
https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/c.php?g=448614&p=3523799
https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/c.php?g=448614&p=3523799
#
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-University of 
Bristol, What is an 
online tutorial?

An online tutorial is a self study activity designed 
to teach a specific learning outcome. They can be 

recorded, self paced, and interactive. 

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/esu/media/tutorials/design-principles/page_02.htm
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/esu/media/tutorials/design-principles/page_02.htm
https://www.bristol.ac.uk/esu/media/tutorials/design-principles/page_02.htm
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-eLearning Industry, 
What is Multimodal 
Learning?

Multimodal learning is teaching a concept through visual, 
auditory, reading, writing, and kinaesthetic methods. It is 

meant to improve the quality of teaching by matching content 
delivery with the best mode of learning from the student.

https://elearningindustry.com/what-is-multimodal-learning#:~:text=Summary%3A%20Multimodal%20learning%20is%20teaching,of%20learning%20from%20the%20student.
https://elearningindustry.com/what-is-multimodal-learning#:~:text=Summary%3A%20Multimodal%20learning%20is%20teaching,of%20learning%20from%20the%20student.
https://elearningindustry.com/what-is-multimodal-learning#:~:text=Summary%3A%20Multimodal%20learning%20is%20teaching,of%20learning%20from%20the%20student.
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Examples of Asynchronous Learning in 
Libraries

● “How To” tutorials - how to access library 
resources, how to use a library database

● Conceptual tutorials - information literacy 
concepts

● LibGuides - course, subject, etc
● Creating content within the Learning 

Management System (LMS)



Examples of Asynchronous Learning 
from UNCG: Research Tutorials

http://libapps4.uncg.edu/tutorials/


Examples of Asynchronous Learning 
from UNCG: LibWizard/How To

https://go.uncg.edu/libwebsitetutorial


Examples of Asynchronous Learning 
from UNCG: Video Example

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glpMC2Sg5uI


Examples of Asynchronous Learning 
from UNCG: Slide Example

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cfgxL7CgsMyIfhcfUkh_rJlZHvZrmUSJzc4fhEMvg3U/edit?usp=sharing


Examples of Asynchronous Learning 
from UNCG: Infographic Example

https://uncg.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=43666109


Examples of Asynchronous Learning 
from UNCG: Canvas, LMS



Examples of Asynchronous Learning 
from UNCG: Canvas Commons



Different Types of Asynchronous 
Learning Experiences

● Learning Management System (LMS): 
modules, pages, folders, quizzes, 
discussions, etc

● Website or LibGuide
● Videos
● Slide decks
● Flyers, infographics
● Interactive tutorials - LibWizard, etc



Misconceptions about Asynchronous 
Learning

● Asynchronous learning can’t be engaging
● Learners feel isolated in these settings
● Learners cannot communicate with one 

another
● Instructor or peer feedback is impossible or 

challenging



Let's Do Another Poll
www.menti.com

11 28 73 6

https://www.menti.com/k4qicypdx6
http://www.menti.com
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02
Advantages of 
Asynchronous 
Learning
Why use asynchronous 
learning?
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Some Advantages

Accessibility and 
UDL

Engagement and 
Assessment

Meets learners where 
they are!

Interactive content can 
be created and assessed 

in many ways

Time Management
Gives librarians freedom 

and provides 
opportunities for 
flipped classes

#
#


Accessibility and UDL

● We will discuss this at length in next webinar, 
but Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a 
framework that calls for design that includes 
multiple means of representation, engagement, 
and action and expression, as well as accessible 
online content. 

● Accessibility presentation - getting started on 
accessibility in libraries and instruction

● UDL Guidelines - a tool used in the 
implementation of UDL

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TnW6eSstLwEm2jt5s4m9HSz0CctUzkF9eA_afm3NoJw/edit?usp=sharing
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/


Time management
● Asynchronous learning allows us to be respectful 

of each learner’s individual pace
○ Ideal for adult learners or busy traditional 

learners
● Also helps the time management of librarians to 

create scaffolded instruction 
○ If learners have materials about the “how to” of 

library services and resources in advance, 
synchronous information literacy sessions can be 
more focused on engagement, interaction, and 
answering questions



Sustainability and Scalability
● Sustainability

○ Modular, reusable online learning objects can 
be easily updated, customized, remixed, and 
shared

○ Creating a collection of these learning 
objects can save time and duplicated effort 

● Scalability
○ Asynchronous learning objects can reach 

much larger audiences than synchronous 
sessions



Engagement and Interaction

● With technology like HTML5 and interactive 
online documents, we have increased 
opportunities to create interactive, engaging 
asynchronous learning opportunities

● Current creation tools are easy to learn, use, and 
freely available

● The learning management system (Blackboard, 
Canvas, etc), forms, interactive video, HTML5 
interactions (such as H5P) will be discussed more 
next time!



Assessment

● Asynchronous learning provides librarians plenty 
of assessment opportunities (including long term 
assessment over the course of multiple semesters 
or years)

● Opportunities for assessment can include: 
analytics (websites, tutorials, LMS), forms, and 
summative assessment



03 Literature
Let’s go over some 
literature on the 
importance of 
asynchronous learning to 
higher education and 
academic libraries

#
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Themes from Literature

Accessibility Learning 
Management System 

(LMS)

Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL)

Flipped 
Classroom

And more!Assessment

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


Wray, 2013
Wray, C. C. (2013). Practical Strategies for Making Online 
Library Services and Instruction Accessible to All Patrons. 
Journal of Library & Information Services in Distance 
Learning, 7(4), 360–371. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2013.844219 

Abstract: Providing accessible library services and instruction 
to distance users with disabilities can seem daunting. This 
article, which grew out of a webinar presented by the author to 
the Health Science Special Interest Group of ACRL, provides 
practical strategies to help content creators utilize built-in 
accessibility features and provides a resources guide to 
develop deeper knowledge.

https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2013.844219


Olesova and Melville, 2017
Olesova, L. A., & Melville, A. D. (2017). Embedded Library 
Services: From Cooperation to Collaboration to Enhance Student 
Learning in Asynchronous Online Course. Journal of Library & 
Information Services in Distance Learning, 11(3–4), 287–299. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2017.1404546 

Abstract: Shifting from the face-to-face format to online not only 
involves rethinking course design, but requires careful 
consideration of when and how to teach students, how to find and 
evaluate information needed to successfully complete coursework. 
This case study discusses one such successful partnership from 
designing the course to choosing and embedding library resources 
and finally to the learning outcome of the online course.

https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2017.1404546


Schilperoort, 2020

Schilperoort, H. M. (2020). Self-Paced Tutorials to Support 
Evidence-Based Practice and Information Literacy in Online Health 
Sciences Education. Journal of Library & Information Services in 
Distance Learning, 14(3–4), 278–290. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2021.1873890 

Abstract: Information literacy instruction for evidence-based practice 
in health sciences education often centers around literature review 
assignments in research courses. In this paper, the author, a health 
sciences librarian, summarizes the development, implementation, and 
assessment of a self-paced, interactive information literacy tutorial 
(LibWizard) to support evidence-based practice in two clinical courses 
in an online graduate nursing program.

https://doi.org/10.1080/1533290X.2021.1873890


Roth and Turnbow, 2021
Roth, A., Turnbow, D., & Singh, G. (2021). Equitable but Not Diverse: 
Universal Design for Learning is Not Enough. In the Library with the Lead 
Pipe. https://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2021/
equitable-but-not-diverse/

In Brief: Information literacy instruction is increasingly being delivered 
online, particularly through the use of learning objects. The development 
practice for creating learning objects often uses the Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL) framework to meet needs for inclusivity. However, 
missing from this framework is the lens of diversity. This article calls out 
the need to include practices in learning object development that goes 
beyond UDL so that learning objects are inclusive from the lens of equity, 
diversity, and inclusion. Looking at transferable techniques used in 
in-person instruction, we suggest guidelines to fill the inclusivity gap in 
learning object creation.

https://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2021/equitable-but-not-diverse/
https://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2021/equitable-but-not-diverse/


Some Recommended Journals

● Journal of Library & Information Services in 
Distance Learning

● College and Research Libraries
● In the Library with the Lead Pipe
● Keywords: tutorials, asynchronous, online 

learning objects, learning environments
● More! Here is a bibliography of asynchronous 

research and workflows from academic libraries

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wlis20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wlis20/current
https://libproxy.uncg.edu/login?url=https://crl.acrl.org/index.php/crl/issue/archive
https://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eqZ45UrxALJ3aqKNADOG4YeG2FEDX-qxX2DxIWTA-1Y/edit?usp=sharing


04 Wrap Up
Let’s conclude this session 
with takeaways and next 
steps!

#
#


Asynchronous Learning Takeaways

Flexibility

Engagement

Accessibility

Flipped Instruction

Assessment

#
#
#
#
#
#
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